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Peter Holbrook became CEO of Social Enterprise UK in January 2010. 

Social Enterprise UK is the national trade body for social enterprise and represents a wide range of social 

enterprises, regional and national support networks and other related organisations. SEUK works to pro-

mote social enterprise as a model for changing both business and society. 

SEUK inform the policy agenda, continue to influence the political agenda, promote the benefits of social 

enterprise through the media, campaigns and events, and undertake research to expand the social enter-

prise evidence base. 

Peter has established, developed and supported hundreds of diverse social enterprises over his career. He 

has advised government taskforces in the UK and overseas and chaired the Social Enterprise World Forum, 

the global network of social businesses until 2015. 

Peter has previously worked for Oxfam, Greenpeace and various disability charities. He has experience of 

working in overseas development, community development and public health. Peter started his career with 

Marks and Spencer PLC and also spent several years with Body Shop International 

He was appointed a CBE in 2015. 

Peter Holbrook CBE - @peteholbrook  
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‘The Phone Box Millionaire’ 

Stephen Fear is an English entrepreneur, businessman, philanthropist and author with approaching 50 

years international business experience. Today Fear has an established property empire and interests in a 

number of industries, including green technology, hotels, residential care and manufacturing. 

Often referred to as ‘The Phonebox Millionaire’, Fear is also notable for having been Entrepreneur in  

Residence and Ambassador at the British Library from 2012 - 2016, a position formerly held by the late 

Dame Anita Roddick. 

Bristol-born Fear first went into business at the age 15 after reading an article in the Financial Times that 

would affect the way industrial ovens were cleaned. He used a red phone-box on the council estate where 

he grew up and persuaded an American firm to send him its product for him to sell in the UK. Before he 

knew it, he was trading with a number of large industrial companies under the brand ‘Easy Clean’. Four 

years later, Fear sold his first business for £100,000 and invested the money in property. 

Now he is Chairman and Founder of Fear Group, an international organisation he runs with his son, Leon 

Fear. Fear Group has interests in strategic land promotion, international property development and  

investment. 

On 24th July 2013, during a ceremony at Bristol Cathedral, Fear was awarded an honorary Doctorate of  

Business Administration from the University of the West of England for his continued services to  

entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship over the past 40 years. Recently, Fear received a lifetime achievement 

award presented by The Bristol Post and was a member of the Bristol Education and Skills Commission. 

Fear combines a successful business career with his philanthropic interests. He is a Patron of Lucy Air  

Ambulance for Children. They are a registered charity that is dedicated to delivering air transfers for  

seriously ill babies and children in the UK. They provide elective (planned) medical air transport between 

local hospitals and specialist critical care units. The service is provided at no cost to the families of the  

children involved. 

Stephen Fear - @FearStephen 
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SPEAKERS 

#FUSECiC18 

A Spring Conference hosted by FUSE Enterprise CIC in partnership with The Wrekin Housing Group 

Stephen Fear cont... 

Fear is a former patron of Heropreneurs, which supports and advises Armed Services personnel and their 

spouses who want to set up their own businesses after leaving the armed forces and In October 2014 Fear 

was announced as Patron of the charity Emmaus - a charity aiming to alleviate homelessness which now has 

24 homes through the UK where men and women who have become homeless can find, not only refuge, but 

a job and a sense of community. HRH The Duchess of Cornwall is Royal Patron of Emmaus UK and former 

Archbishop of Canterbury envoy Terry Waite is President. Extensive business commitments caused Fear to 

resign as Patron of Emmaus in April 2016. 

In addition, Fear is a recognised author and regular contributor to a number of UK and international media 

including Business Matters, a monthly column in the Bristol Post’s Business section, The Huffington Post,  

Urban Times, is4profit, Barclays Bank, Lloyds Bank and London Loves Business. 

Fear is regularly featured by the national media including the Financial Times, The Independent, The Daily 

Express, Sunday Times and Daily Mail commenting on a range of business, social and political issues. In 

March 2015 Fear was a guest on the BBC Radio 5 Live with Stephen Nolan and Peter Tatchell discussing the 

2015 General Election and featured in a full page interview published on the Money page of the Financial 

Times (14th March 2015) in the hugely popular “My First Million” series. He has also been the subject of  

several major features including the front cover of New Business and Talk Business as well as Business 

Matters and the British Bankers Association (known as the BBA) Summer 2012 edition of their in-house  

magazine Balance. 

Fear is an experienced judge and has judged for The CBI/Lloyds Bank Awards (twice), which included  

presenting the award for Young Entrepreneur of the Year. Fear has also judged the London Loves Business /  

Talent and Excellence Awards alongside Baroness Brady CBE, London's Pimlico Plumbers founder Charlie 

Mullins OBE and Chief Executive of International Airlines Group, Willie Walsh. Other judging responsibilities 

have included The Good Web Guide 2015, a variety of Children’s Literary competitions, The Amazon Growing 

Business Awards 2016, and will include the NatWest Great British Entrepreneur Awards 2017. 

Fear frequently speaks at corporate events, exhibitions and dinners, which has included talks at the British 

Library the Victoria and Albert Museum, London Olympia, and the ExCel, London. In November 2012, Fear 

spoke at an inaugural talk for Heropreneurs in central London with General Sir David Richards head of the 

Combined British Armed Forces. In 2013, Fear also took part in a panel debate as part of Prime’s Enterprise 

for Over 50s with Esther Rantzen. In December 2014 Stephen gave a keynote speech in association with 

South West Housing Initiative Ltd. (SWHI) at the meeting of its All Party Parliamentary Group at The House of 

Commons. 
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Sinéad has been Chief Executive of Staffordshire-based Aspire Housing since 2006. 

Under her leadership the Aspire Housing Group has grown and broadened its services via the 

acquisition of Staffordshire’s largest apprenticeship provider, PM Training. With a strong  

combination of new build housing, regeneration, training and employment services,  

the Aspire Housing Group aims to maximise its impact in local communities and improve  

people’s life chances.  

Sinéad grew up in Staffordshire, studied at Keele University and is one of its founding fellows 

in recognition of her achievements and Aspire’s support for North Staffordshire communities.  

In October 2015 Sinéad become Chair of PlaceShapers, the national network of over 117  

community-based housing associations, with a collective goal to achieve real and lasting  

improvements in the communities they serve. 

In the 2016 New Year Honours list, Sinéad was awarded an MBE for her services to housing. 

Sinéad Butters MBE - @SineadBAspire  
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Paul is Director of Assets & Development at Connexus 

Prior to his appointment with Connexus in 2017 Paul undertook various roles for South Shrop-

shire Housing Association as Managing Director and Operations Director managing  

Estate and Support Services together with Development, Asset Management and  

Maintenance.  

At Shropshire Housing Group Paul oversaw an imaginative, community-led development to  

renovate a disused local pub.  

The project, described as a ‘ground-breaking collaboration’ saw local people, Shropshire Housing 

Group and Shropshire Council agree on an innovative plan to use Community   

Infrastructure Levy (CIL) for a small scale housing development around the site of a disused pub, 

The Pheasant at Neenton. 

Paul is a Chartered Surveyor with a wide portfolio in public and commercial sector. Paul leads 

the procurement function at Connexus and is an active board member of Central Housing  

Investment Consortium. 

Paul Sutton 
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Jean is Managing Director at Fuse Enterprise CiC 

Jean is a dynamic and entrepreneurial leader with an enthusiasm for, and expertise in,  

social enterprise. She has extensive experience as a founder, practitioner and Board  

member of setting up and running successful social enterprises as well as advising others.  

Jean is a perennial networker with significant contacts in Shropshire, Staffordshire, nationally and  

internationally.  

She is chair and director of Partners for Social Enterprise, the strategic body for social  

enterprise in Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin and has represented the sector on the European Structural  

Investment Fund committee.  

Jean has an important national profile, having acted as a Social Enterprise Ambassador; worked with the  

Ministry of Justice; and was honored with an MBE for services to social enterprise in 2011.  

Jean is committed to growing the Social Enterprise movement and is co-founder and of Reviive 

www.reviive.co.uk, co-founder and MD of the Furniture Scheme www.furniturescheme.co.uk and Fuse  

Enterprise CIC www.fuseenterprise.co.uk 

Jean Jarvis MBE - @jeanjarvismbe 
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Wayne is Managing Director of The Wrekin Housing Trust. 

Wrekin Housing Trust has responsibility for 13,000+ homes and was formed following a large 

scale stock transfer in 1999.  

Wayne has extensive experience gained over the last 25 years, in development, construction, 

social housing and operational management both in the public and private sectors.  

Wayne chairs the National Housing Federation’s Existing Homes and Neighbourhoods  

national group. 

Wayne is a committee member for the NHF regional committee. 

Wayne chairs the National Housing Federation’s Housing, Asset Management, Maintenance 

and Regeneration Group (HAMMAR) representing the sector nationally, speaking on  

innovation within Housing for the CIH, NHF, and various other national trade organisations. 

Wayne Gethings MBA, BSc, MCI  


